Thyroid-associated ophthalmopathy--a model for the association of organ-specific autoimmune disorders.
The development of a characteristic ophthalmopathy is a feature of autoimmune diseases of the thyroid. The link between the conditions has not yet been discovered, but here Jack Wall and colleagues develop the theory that an autoimmune response to a 64 kDa antigen expressed on both thyroid and eye muscle membranes is responsible for this thyroid-associated ophthalmopathy.